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          MARINE CORPS ORDER 5500.6F

          From:  Commandant of the Marine Corps
          To:    Distribution List

          Subj:  ARMING OF SECURITY AND LAW ENFORCEMENT (LE) PERSONNEL AND
                 THE USE OF FORCE

          Ref:   (a) SECNAVINST 5520.3B 
                 (b) MCO P5580.2
                 (c) SECNAVINST 5500.29B   
                 (d) MCO 3574.2H
                 (e) MCO 5800.10
                 (f) JAGINST 5800.7C (NOTAL)
                 (g) MCO 5740.2E 

          Encl:  (1) Definitions
                 (2) Sample Shotgun Training Course
                 (3) Statement of Force/Use of Detention Space Form
                 (4) Individual’s Acknowledgment of Specific Instructions 
                     for Armed Security and Law Enforcement Personnel
                     Regarding the Use of Force
                 (5) Use of Force Training Guide
                 (6) Use of Force Training Checklist
                 (7) Comparison of Use of Force Regulations and Rules of  
                     Engagement

          1.  Purpose.  To provide uniform procedures and criteria for the
          arming of security/LE personnel, the carrying of firearms, and 
          training on the use of force per the references.

          2.  Cancellation.  MCO 5500.5E and MCO 5500.6E.

          3.  Definitions.  See Enclosure (1).

          4.  Scope.  This Order is applicable to all military and civilian
          security/LE personnel under Marine Corps control.

          DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A:  Approved for public release;
          distribution is unlimited.

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

WASHINGTON, DC 20380-0001



          MCO 5500.6F
          20 Jul 95

          5.  Exclusions

              a.  All military and civilian personnel under Marine Corps
          control operating under the Rules of Engagement (ROE) in a
          combat zone in time of war, a designated hostile fire area or
          a designated civil distrubance mission area.

              b.  Personnel serving under the operational control of 
          another federal agency and authorized or directed to carry 
          firearms in support of the mission are subject to the approval 
          and requirements of both that federal agency and the Marine 
          Corps.  

              c.  Marines will adhere to that agency’s firearms policies 
          after being thoroughly trained in applying those policies.

          6.  Arming of Personnel

              a.  Marines performing law enforcement or security duties
          will be armed.

              b.  Failure to arm Marines performing such duties is contrary
          to tradition and gives rise to the presumption that the purpose
          of the duties assigned is not properly a law enforcement or 
          security mission and therefore does not require the assignment
          of a Marine.

              c.  Waivers to the requirement to arm security/LE personnel
          can only be granted by the Commandant of the Marine Corps (POS)
          or the Chief of a diplomatic mission.

              d.  Authority to arm military or civilian officials of the
          Marine Corps for personal protection rests with the Commandant
          of the Marine Corps (POS).  References (a) and (b) apply.

              e.  Certain security/LE personnel, such as those performing
          civil distrubance missions, crowd control and brig duties, are
          exempt from the requirement to be armed with loaded weapons.  
          Instead, they may be armed with equipment consistent with the
          operating environment and which meets the principle of using
          the minimum force to accomplish the mission.

              f.  Firearms carried by Marine and civilian security/LE
          personnel will conform to the following:
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              g.  In the case of holstered firearms, a weapon should not be
          removed from the holster unless there is a reasonable expectation
          that deadly force may be necessary.

              h.  When armed with firearms which are not routinely carried
          with chambered rounds, rounds will not be chambered unless the
          immediate threat makes it reasonable and prudent to believe that
          the use of deadly force may be necessary.

              i.  During training such as reaction drills, the manner in
          which firearms are carried will be governed by considerations
          for safety and the operating environment.  Commanders will 
          exercise common sense in arriving at a balance between training
          realism and safety.

          7.  Training and Accountablility

              a.  All personnel must receive initial as well as periodic
          refresher firearms safety and deadly force training prior to
          being granted authorization to carry firearms in the performance
          of duties.
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              b.  Successful qualification or requalification with the
          assigned weapon will be conducted annually in accordance with
          references (c) and (d).

              c.  Proficiency enhancement training with the shotgun will be
          conducted annually in accordance with enclosure (2).

              d.  Unless otherwise authorized in writing, firearms will be 
          returned daily to a central point.  Commanders will ensure that
          personnel authorized 24 hour retention of their assigned firearm
          have proper storage facilities/equipment.

              e.  Only government-owned and issued weapons and ammunition
          are permitted to be carried by security/LE personnel.

              f.  Weapons may be carried off base by security/LE personnel
          engaged in official duties when authorized by competent authority.

              g.  Reference (c) and (e) provide instructions regarding
          carrying firearms while embarked aboard commercial aircraft.

          8.  Use of Force

              a.  Although this Order is specifically directed at personnel
          armed with firearms, the principles apply equally to personnel
          armed with weapons or equipment which, when applied, could cause
          death or serious bodily harm.

              b.  Marines and civilian employees of the Marine Corps
          authorized to carry firearms in the performance of their duties
          will shall use only the minimum amount of force necessary to 
          reach their objective.

              c.  When a firearm is discharged, it will be fired with the 
          intent of rendering the person at whom it is discharged incapable
          of continuing the activity or course of behavior prompting the
          individual to shoot.

              d.  Warning shots are not authorized.
 
          9.  DEADLY FORCE
 
              a.  CIRCUMSTANCES FOR USING DEADLY FORCE.  Deadly force is
           justified only under conditions of extreme necessity, as a last
           resort, when all lesser means have failed or cannot reasonably
           be employed, and only under one or more of the following
           circumstances:

                                         4



                                                          MCO 5500.6F
                                                          20 Jul 95

                  (1) IN SELF-DEFENSE AND DEFENSE OF OTHERS.  When deadly
          force reasonably appears necessary to protect security/LE
          personnel or others who are reasonably believed to be in
          imminent danger of death or serious bodily harm.  

                  (2) IN DEFENSE OF PROPERTY INVOLVING NATIONAL SECURITY. 
          When deadly force reasonably appears to be necessary to prevent
          the actual or threatened theft of, damage to, or espionage aimed
          at property or information specifically designated by the
          commanding officer or other competent authority to be vital to
          the national security. 

                  (3) IN DEFENSE OF PROPERTY NOT INVOLVING NATIONAL
          SECURITY BUT INHERENTLY DANGEROUS TO OTHERS.  When deadly force
          reasonably appears to be necessary to prevent the actual theft
          or sabotage of property which is inherently dangerous to others;
          i.e., property whose theft or destruction presents a
          substantial potential danger of death or serious bodily injury
          to others, such as operable weapons and ammunition.        

                  (4) TO PREVENT OR INTERRUPT SERIOUS OFFENSES AGAINST
          PERSONS.  When deadly force reasonably appears to be necessary
          to prevent the commission of a serious offense involving
          violence and which threatens death or serious bodily injury to 
          another (such as murder, arson, armed robbery, aggravated 
          assault, and rape).  

                  (5) APPREHENSION OR ARREST.  When deadly force
          reasonably appears to be necessary to apprehend or prevent the
          escape of a person when probable cause exists to believe that a
          person has committed an offense of the nature specified within
          the circumstances outlined in paragraphs 7.d.(2) through 7.d.(4)
          above.  

                  (6) ESCAPES.  When deadly force reasonably appears
          necessary to prevent the escape of a prisoner, provided
          security/LE personnel have probable cause to believe that the
          escaping prisoner poses a threat of serious bodily harm to
          security/LE personnel or others.

                  (7) LAWFUL ORDER.  The use of deadly force is authorized 
          when directed by the lawful order of any competent authority and 
          when the order meets the criteria of one of the circumstances 
          above.  Specifically, the person who is directed to use deadly 
          force must have a clear description of the person against whom it 
          is authorized, and at least a general knowledge of the
          circumstances that warrant deadly force.
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              b.  Shots shall not be fired if they are likely to endanger
          innocent bystanders, except when attempts to penetrate a 
          Level Three Restricted Area ("exclusion" area) containing
          nuclear weapons is threatened or occurs.  

              c.  Under no circumstances will a penetrating force be
          permitted to remove any material from a Level Three Restricted 
          Area containing nuclear weapons.  The following applies:

                  (1) All necessary actions, including the use of deadly
          force, shall be taken to preclude the unauthorized access to or
          seizure of any nuclear weapons storage area, transporting
          vehicle with nuclear weapons aboard, or nuclear weapons.

                  (2) All necessary actions, including the use of deadly
          force, shall be taken to ensure the immediate reoccupation
          and/or securing of any Level Three Restricted Area which may
          have been penetrated.

                  (3) The welfare and safety of hostages shall not deter
          action to stop penetrating force if the hostages are used as a 
          means of entering or occupying a Level Three Restricted Area, 
          or as cover for the removal of nuclear weapons from such an area.

                  (4) Whenever possible, there shall be a defined action
          which must occur, or an attempted breach of a specific safeguard
          or boundary, as a precondition to the use of deadly force.

                  (5) Security/LE forces shall be given detailed guidance
          and training in recognizing the difference between forceful or
          determined hostile penetration and the assembly of
          demonstrators, inadvertent trespassing, or comparable
          encroachments.

              d.  The killing of an animal is justified for self-defense,
          or to protect others from serious injury.  This Order is not
          intended to restrict the legitimate pest control and euthanasia
          function of installation animal control personnel.

              e.  There is no requirement for a special investigation and
          reporting of negligent discharges beyond that required by
          reference (f) pertaining to line-of-duty/misconduct
          investigations and serious incident reporting as addressed in
          reference (g).

              f.  Enclosure (3) is a Statement of Force/Use of Detention
          Space (1630) that must be completed by all military police and
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          criminal investigators per reference (b), each time force is
          used.  This includes acts preliminary to using deadly force such
          as chambering rounds and pointing firearms, even when firearms
          are not discharged.  Use of this form by all other security
          forces, for all forms of force used, is recommended.

          10.  Less-Lethal Considerations

               a.  Security/LE personnel are often armed with weapons or 
          equipment other than firearms.  Even though their intended 
          purpose is non-lethal, when applied, they could cause death or 
          serious bodily harm.  

               b.  Less lethal methods provide alternatives to firearms 
          and increased options for the use of minimum force.

                   (1) Handcuffs.  A person who poses an immediate threat of
          bodily injury or death, destruction of evidence or escape should
          be handcuffed securely but not so tightly as to cause the
          individual injury or pain.  Handcuffs, when in use, will be
          double locked and checked periodically to ensure they are not
          causing injuries.  Suspects should never be handcuffed to
          objects, to include vehicles.  These precautions are also
          applicable to the use of leg irons.

                   (2) Batons.  Nightstick blows to the head can cripple or 
          kill.  Security/LE personnel must avoid intentionally striking 
          combative suspects in the head or other bony body parts with 
          nightsticks except when circumstances justify the use of
          deadly force.

                   (3) Military Working Dogs (MWD’s).  Because of the 
          training the MWD has received, it must be considered a weapon.

                       (a) When releasing an MWD to attack, the handler 
          must:

                           1  Be sure that the MWD will cease an attack 
                              upon command.

                           2  Be sure that the MWD has identified the same
                              target that the handler is releasing it to 
                              attack.

                           3  Warn bystanders to cease all movement.

                           4  Call the MWD off the attack as soon as the
                              suspect stops or indicates surrender.
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                       (b) MWD’s will not be released:

                           1  If no suspect is in sight.

                           2  In areas where children are present, except as
                              a last resort short of the use of a firearm.

                           3  Into a crowd of people.

                   (4) Chemical Spray.  Chemical spray can be an effective
          compliance tool.  Manufacturer’s instructions should be followed
          regarding methods of employment.  

                   (5) Vehicles.  High speed pursuits are discouraged.  The
          preferred method to a high speed pursuit is roadblocks and tire 
          deflating devices where they can be used safely.  In situations 
          where deadly force is authorized, a high speed pursuit could be 
          warranted only when:

                       (a) Local regulations and procedures are in place.

                       (b) Pursuing security/LE personnel have communications
                           with supervisors who have the capability to order 
                           termination of the pursuit when it is unsafe or 
                           unnecessary.

                       (c) Security/LE vehicles meet state requirements as
                           emergency vehicles ("code" lights, sirens, etc.).

                       (d) The pursuit can be done safely.

          11.  Use of Force Training.  

               a.  Training must focus on less-lethal techniques, firearms 
          safety and the ability to quickly and accurately make the decision 
          as to what level of force is required and authorized.  

               b.  Use of force training should be realistic, comprehensive, 
          and continuous.  It is not enough to simply have armed personnel 
          memorize the list of circumstances for which deadly force is 
          authorized, as identified in paragraph 7.  

               c.  Armed personnel need to understand the purposes,
          alternatives and concepts of using force and be able to
          demonstrate their knowledge in periodic written examinations and
          practical training scenarios.
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               d.  Enclosure (4) is provided as a training tool suitable
          for use with security/LE personnel.  The use of similar forms,
          locally modified to cover situations that may be encountered by
          security/LE personnel, is encouraged.   

               e.  Enclosure (5) provides the recommended components of an
          effective use of force training program.  The program is built
          around the Continuum of Force Model which emphasizes the concept
          that the decision to employ a particular level of force must be
          predicated on a reasonable perception of the threat.

               f.  Enclosure (6) is a checklist to be used by commanders
          when developing their use of force training program.

               g.  Enclosure (7) is a training diagram which illustrates
          the relationship between ROE and DoD/USMC regulations on use of 
          force for personnel involved in security/LE duties.

          12.  Action.  All commanders will:

               a.  Ensure that local policies, practices, and directives
          relating to the arming of personnel and the use of less-lethal
          and deadly force are in compliance with this Order.

               b.  Determine the appropriate equipment and techniques for
          the security/LE mission in the local operational environment and
          provide the required equipment.

               c.  Ensure that all armed personnel receive adequate and
          recurring training in the use of force as described in
          enclosures (4) and (5) of this Order.

               d.  Ensure that all armed personnel are fully trained in the
          safe handling and use of the weapons with which they are armed
          per references (c) and (d), and other appropriate publications.

               e.  Specifically designate in writing appropriate property
          or information as vital to the national security.

               f.  Determine when individuals may retain firearms
          overnight, and ensure appropriate security is provided for the
          firearms.
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          13. Reserve Applicability.  This Order is applicable to the
          Marine Corps Reserve. 

          DISTRIBUTION:  PCN 10208390000

               Copy to:  7000110 (55)
                         7000093/8145005 (2)
                         7000099, 144/8145001 (1)

                                       10











                               



                            



                                                                        



                                
























